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Report

The one-day workshop on “Lightning Protection” organized by Centre for Indian Sciences and Social Action (CISSA) is association with Lightening Awareness Cell- Regional Energy Centre, Thiruvananthapuram and South Asian Lightning Information and resources Centre, Sri Lanka was a unique one of its kind in the capital city of Kerala. Dr. Ramachandran Nair, the Honorable Vice-chancellor, University of Kerala, inaugurated the workshop on the 26th October 2006 10 AM at Hotel Pankaj, statue, Thiruvananthapuram. In the inaugural function Dr. Sasikumar (Scientist, CESS & Chairman, organizing committee) delivered the welcome speech and Dr. Bijukumar (Scientist, Bio-diversity board and Academic Secretary, CISSA) has delivered the vote of thanks. Dr. G.G Gangadharan, President, CISSA has presided over the function. 

The first technical session was handled by Prof. (Dr.) G. R. Nagabhushana, AICTE Emeritus Fellow, High Voltage Engineering, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. In his highly appreciated key presentation, he has enlightened the audience about the basic phenomena of lightning and the various popular techniques widely adopted worldwide for lightning protection. He has also discussed about the lightning protection of structures and the risk assessment involved.

Dr.S. Muralidas, Scientist, Atmospheric science division, Centre for Earth science studies, Thiruvananthapuram, gave the second presentation. During his presentation he has made a deliberate attempt to highlight the lightning accidents in Kerala and the high-risk areas in Kerala state with many case studies and statistical data. He has also presented the various methods adopted for lightning protection methods for human beings and livestock for minimizing the causalities. He has also mentioned about some special concerns about grounding.
Mr. S. Gopakumar (Director, Cape Electric Corporation, Nagercoil, the Indian business partners of M/s OBO Bettermann, Germany) has given the practical considerations and latest techniques developed for lightning protection of high raise buildings. He has also highlighted about the necessity of proper installation of the protection devices under the supervision of professionals. The participants also got an opportunity to hear about the technical description of some of the products and services available in the international markets during this presentation.

 Dr. Nagbhushana, the key speaker has leaded the panel discussion where the participants got ample time to interact with the experts. Many specific questions were arise and the solutions to many of them were given by the experts. The experts also addressed the media persons where they highlighted the need for formulating a separate lightning protection policy for the state.

The program has been able to invite the attention of many engineering professionals, educationalists, students, public and the media persons who have appreciated through wide coverage on the dailies and TV channels. The participants include scientists from ISRO, Engineers from BSNL, Latex, major construction companies like SI properties, Skyline builders etc besides academicians and students with engineering and physics background. 
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