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CISSA organized a brainstorming session on Draft Policy of Government of Kerala on 06 January 2007 at Thiruvananthapuram with a view to gather comments and suggestions from experts in various disciplines. The response was very much encouraging and we were able to amass many creative and positive suggestions from the participants.

The discussion was highly productive and the draft policy was discussed at length and analyzed thoroughly by the experts. The suggestions forwarded to the environment department. 
 SUGGESTIONS OF THE WORKSHOP

The Draft Environment Policy (DEP) in general is comprehensive and nicely fabricated. With clarity on methods of implementation and coordination of various activities at grass root level, fully utilizing the strengthened decentralized governing systems, it would go a long way towards sustainable development of the State and protection of the environment. The suggestions are grouped under various headings as it appears in the draft policy.

1. The Environment Scenario of Kerala (section 2 of DEP)

In this session environment related health problems may also be highlighted as it is a grave issue in Kerala. Kerala, though maintain standards in many arenas in health sector, susceptibility to diseases is very high. Change in life styles and food patterns contributed a great deal to this scenario.

2. Environment Management Initiatives (section 3 of DEP)

The acts and rules suggested in this section represent mainly the central rules. A series of acts and rules have been forwarded by Government of Kerala from time to time for environmental protection and these should find place in the policy along with the central rules. Some of the rules in this respect are the following:

I. Kerala forest act 1961

II. Cardamom Rules

III. Kerala Private Forest Act

IV. Kerala Protection of Tree Act

V. Act for controlling sand mining from the rivers

VI. Act for protecting Ecologically fragile lands

VII. Mining and quarrying rules 
The list may be incomplete and the list may be made complete, in consultation with the law department. 

3. Agenda for Action (item 4 in DEP)

There should be special mention about forests and wetlands and the sustainable development should be the theme component in the agenda for action. Thrust should also be given to environment education for all sections of the society including academic, political and bureaucratic fields. Assuring better quality of life for the people of the state should also become one of the items in this section.

In section 4.6 (bulleted item No. 2) the term “certain ecologically sensitive/fragile areas” may be replaced with “ecologically sensitive/fragile areas” to avoid confusion.

4. Need for a vision oriented and futuristic outlook (item 4 in DEP)
The entire policy requires a strong policy statement at the beginning that environment is everybody’s concern as it is associated with every one’s life and survival. 

Vision statement: Environmental policy will make every citizen in the state to realize that environment is everybody’s concern as well as everybody’s business and  enable everybody for improving the quality of life of all citizens, particularly disadvantaged groups through progress in reconciling economic development with the sustainable use, conservation and improvement of the environment for present and future generations.

Further, the policy need to be futuristic and hence emerging environmental issues such as climate change, issues related with genetically modified organisms should also be referred in the agenda for action. It may also be mentioned in this section that the government will take necessary steps and enact laws as and when required to implement the actions suggested.

5. Priorities and Strategies for Action

5.1.2. Agricultural practices

This item may be included:

Government and the Panchayath will accord High priority to organize neighborhood associations of such farmers, and enable them to undertake works for the ecological protection of their properties.

5.1.3. Forests and Wildlife
1.  Increase the forest/tree cover………while sharing benefits. Along with NGOs the name of VSS, EDCs, etc should also be included.  The role of tribals for sustainable development of the natural resource should also be incorporated.

The wildlife conservation points in section 5.1.5 should be brought under this section.

5.1.4. “Establishment of biodiversity parks on the slopes of western ghats for protection of flora and fauna” – the statement is ambiguous and not clear whether they are in addition to the existing protected area networks.

5.1.5. Animals and Wildlife

The title may be changed as Animal Husbandry 

The following items may be included:

· Integration of farming to s maximize farmer’s benefits

· Enhancing bioenergy production with the involvement of local 

· Research and extension to increase genetic quality of local breeds

5.1.7. Mining and quarrying

Role of Panchayaths should be specifically mentioned for ensuring environmental protection by way of regulating licenses for commercial exploitation.

5.1.8. Wasteland Development

Wasteland development shall be encouraged through micro-watershed approach. 

5.2. Water Resources water (5.2.1.)
5.2.1. Drinking water

· Provision of clean drinking 

· Minimizing loss of rainwater  and rainwater harvesting (RWH) and involving community in this exercise (community programmes in RWH should be emphasized)

· Special mention required to preserve rivers, lakes and kayals (eg: Prevention of reclamation)

· Panchayaths should assure quality drinking water and prevent over exploitation for commercial purposes

5.2.2. Coastal and Marine Ecosystem

Prevention of saltwater intrusion in rivers by ensuring adequate freshwater discharges.

5.2.3. Irrigation

Command area development approach will be adopted for irrigation projects.

Participation of farmers will be ensured in irrigation management

Evaluation and monitoring of all irrigation projects will be continued.

5.3. Air and Noise Pollution

Proper awareness campaigns will be organized at all levels in order to make the people aware of the impacts of air and noise pollution and to control pollution.

5.4. Biodiversity

Participation of people/communities will be ensured for biodiversity conservation and its sustainable utilization. 

As per the provisions in the Biological Diversity Act 2002 and the Biological Diversity Rules 2004, commercial collection of biological resources will be regulated. 

The Intellectual Property Rights of the indigenous populations will be assured while preparing People’s Biodiversity Register

5.5. Energy

Trade and unscientific disposal of hazardous waste materials will be regulated.

6.1.  Role of women should be clearly spelt. Women are also the prime depositories and disseminators of knowledge about the quality and methods of processing food.  Globally women represent the majority of the agricultural work force and are the present and traditional custodians of seed security, diversity and quality. Being so their central role in safe guarding biodiversity and in conserving exchanging and reproducing seed in post industrial agriculture must be supported and enhanced The statement in the Draft Environment Policy trivializes the importance of their role by stating “ beautification of homesteads …….instilling the necessity of preservation of environment in the minds of children etc” . Gender sensitivity in these matters should be brought in to the Draft Environment Policy in all areas of its activities.

6.5. Instead of Environment Resource Auditing, the term State of Environment Report may be used as this process has already been initiated by Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment.

In many places the need for Environment Impact Assessment is mentioned and as such there is no validation of the reports of agencies. Hence the EIA may be done only by certified agencies and the policy should make this matter clear in its statement.

The general feeling of the session was that the implementation of various activities suggested in the policy should be done with the assistance of the local self governments, to make it more people-friendly. 

